
July 12, 2021

BCI 2021 SUMMER RECAP
Dear BCI Community,

As we turn toward the second half of 2021 (can you believe it?), we thought it was 
high time to send you an update about our most recent week-long program, a few other BCI 
happenings, and some information on how you can continue to support us.  We hope you 
enjoy!

Class 2 Recap:  BCI held its 2021 week-long program from May 30th through June 
6th — welcome to the BCI community, Class 
2!  Going into 2021, one of our key focuses 
was to enhance the family component of BCI’s 
week-long program. The makeup of Class 2 
afforded us the opportunity to fulfill this goal, 
as we had eight family participants — six 
children and two adults.  As was the case for 
Classes 0 and 1, the veteran participants of 
Class 2 spent the mornings working with 
mustangs at Dream Horse Ranch under the 
supervision of mustang trainer Jeff Cook and 
equine therapist Tamara Clause.  

During those hours, rather than have participating family members independently sign 
up for White Stallion Ranch activities, our head wrangler, Carol Bachmann (the beloved Herd 
Mare!), helped us organize a variety of BCI-tailored lessons and trail rides for them to 
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participate in as a group.  By designing more structured mornings at White Stallion Ranch 
than we had in prior years, family members 
were actively immersed in the horsemanship 
experience for the entire time that veterans 
were working with mustangs.  We believe this 
new schedule enabled family members and 
veterans to draw stronger parallels between 
their respective experiences, which created a 
more cohesive program for all participants. 
Thank you once again to Anouschka 
Rokebrand for photographing these busy days 
so magically, sometimes running back and 
forth between Dream Horse and White Stallion 
Ranch multiple times to capture the perfect shot! For more of Anouschka’s work, click here.

Consistent with the schedule for Classes 0 and 1, Class 2 veteran participants and family 
members came together for lunch every day, and we always offered least one BCI-tailored 
activity for the full group to participate in — including a brushing and washing lesson.  
However, the afternoons at White Stallion Ranch were less structured than in prior years, 
which afforded veterans and their family members more time to decompress and reconnect 
after some very busy mornings.

                             

https://anouschkarokebrand.com/


July 12, 2021

As part of our enhancement of BCI’s family 
program, Lat and Karrie Bowen (BCI Class 1) 
volunteered to coordinate a special activity for 
the family participants of Class 2 -  horse 
painting!  Members of BCI Class 1 
experienced horse painting at Dream Horse 
during a session with Jeff and Tamara last 
summer, and indicated that it was not only fun 
and relaxing, but was also an effective bonding 
experience with the horses they worked with.  Horse painting involves the use of completely 
kid-safe non-toxic paint, and has become an increasingly popular form of alternative therapy.  
Thank you to Emmanuel Bonilla (BCI Class 0), for documenting this special activity.                                              

The decision to include horse painting resulted 
not only in a valuable update to our program 
because of the activity itself, but also because it 
afforded us the opportunity to explore new ways 
of expanding the scope of our peer-to-peer 
mentoring program.   

As many of you know, we kicked off our 
mentor program by having members of Class 0 
join for part of the 2020 program, which the 
participants of Class 1 thoroughly appreciated.  
Additionally, we have been hosting monthly 
mentor meetings since January.  During one of 
those meetings, we were excited to learn that all 
members of Classes 0 and 1 wanted to 
participate in the 2021 week-long program in 
some capacity, each emphasizing the 
significance of showing Class 2 the camaraderie 
that exists within the larger BCI community.  In 
brainstorming how best to incorporate prior 
class members, while still affording Class 2 its 

own unique experience, we decided that members of Classes 0 and 1 would join toward the 
end of the week and take on particular leadership roles at specific times.  Some of these roles 
were more formal, such as leading activities, and attending dinners, while others were about 
being present to provide moral support, answer questions, and to participate in our first ever 
BCI-only team penning competition!
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The BCI team learned an exorbitant amount from the 2021 program, and we are proud 
of how much more we were able to offer directly to family member participants, which we 
could not have done without the generosity of the True family at White Stallion Ranch, and 
the hard work and dedication of our beloved Herd Mare.  

In an effort to continue with this trend, we have decided to not only offer bi-monthly 
equine therapy sessions at Dream Horse to our Class 2 veteran participants (for the next 3-4 
months), but we will also offer monthly equine therapy clinics that will be open to all veterans 
and family members from all classes.  Thank you once again to Jeff Cook, Kelsey Cook, and 
Tamara Clause for continuing to help us respond to the ongoing needs of our participants.  

Of course thank you to all members of Classes 2, 1, and 0 for making this year’s week-
long program a true success.  To the wider BCI community, be on the look out for a new video 
filmed by Towner Street Productions and produced by Crow Media.

More BCI Happenings: Prior to hosting our 
third week-long program, BCI put together an 
event in May that offered local community 
members a very hands-on taste of BCI’s 
programming. The day consisted of a 
horsemanship clinic with Carol Bachmann at 
White Stallion Ranch, and the opportunity to  
spend time in a round-pen with a mustang 
alongside Jeff Cook at Dream Horse.  Attendees 
included representatives from the Phoenix VA 
and Senator Kyrsten Sinema’s office, as  well as 
interested veterans, current and potential donors, and 
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representatives of other local veteran services organizations.  The inspiration that our veterans 
and their family members feel during the week-long program was not lost on those who 
attended.  Not a single participant left without telling us how humbled they were by the 
experience of working with a horse from the ground, how much they learned from Jeff and 
Carol, and how the atmosphere of White Stallion Ranch made them feel a part of something 
truly special. 

The relationships cultivated that day continue to open new doors for BCI as we seek to 
strengthen our presence in the Tucson community.  We hope to host another similar event in 
the coming months, stay tuned!  Thank you to Adam Cohen who joined us in order to 
document the event. For more of Adam’s work, click here.

The BCI team is now focused on conducting 
follow-up calls with BCI Class 2, continuing 
to host monthly mentor meetings, and gearing 
up not only for this year’s reunion, but also for 
BCI Class 3, which is set to take place in 
January 2022.  We are excited to host a 
program during the winter months for the first 
time, and are confident that we will also be 
able to host a second program in 2022 for 
Class 4.  That being said, we need your help! 
This year is the first year BCI is eligible for 
certain grants, which we will be applying for, 

but our organization relies heavily on the support of individuals such as yourself.  Every little 
bit counts. In case you’re wondering what that means exactly, check out the last page of this 
recap for a glimpse into how far your contributions, of any size, can go. 

Warmest regards from the BCI team until next time and with endless gratitude!  
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Fundraising Efforts: BCI’s programming is offered free of charge to all veteran and 
family member participants. Donations from individuals, corporations and government 
grants will go a long way in helping us achieve our mission. Currently we are funded 
solely by individual donors, but we are always looking to enhance our donor base. Below 
you will see just how far your money will go.  We pay no salaries at this time; only 
outside contractors are compensated.  All donations go straight to BCI’s programs.  To 
make a donation now, click here!

Dollar Amount Services Provided When They Are Used

$115 A single one-hour long 
session with both Jeff and 
Tamara for one veteran.

Participating veterans may 
attend 3 months’ worth of 
these equine therapy 
sessions after the week-
long program. A donation 
of $115 dollars funds one 
of these sessions for one 
veteran.

$500 A single four-hour long 
group clinic with both Jeff 
and Tamara for veterans 
and their family members.

Participating veterans and 
their family members may 
attend monthly equine 
therapy clinics for the 6 
months following the 
week-long program.  A 
donation of $500 dollars 
funds one of these group 
clinics.

$690 3 months’ worth of hour-
long sessions with Tamara 
and Jeff for one veteran 
(amounting to 6 sessions, 
each one-hour long).

Participating veterans may 
attend 3 months’ worth of 
these equine therapy 
sessions after the week-
long program. A donation 
of $690 dollars funds the 
full three months of 
sessions (6 one-hour long 
sessions) for one veteran.

$1500 The cost of BCI working 
with head wrangler Carol 
Bachmann for the duration 
of BCI’s week-long 
program.

During BCI’s week-long 
program Carol offers 
participants private lessons, 
trail rides and 
horsemanship clinics.  
Carol works with BCI for 
the full 7 days of the 
program all day. A 
donation of $1500 covers 
BCI’s cost of working with 
Carol.
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$1500 The cost of BCI working 
with equine therapist 
Tamara Clause for the 
duration of BCI’s week-
long program.

During BCI’s week-long 
program Tamara works 
alongside Jeff with our 
veteran participants for 
four days of the program 
for five hours on each day. 
A donation of $1500 
covers BCI’s cost of 
working with Tamara.

$2,000 The cost of BCI working 
with mustang trainer Jeff 
Cook for the duration of 
BCI’s week-long program.

During BCI’s week-long 
program Jeff works 
alongside Tamara with our 
veteran participants for 
four days of the program 
for five hours on each day. 
All equine therapy sessions 
are held on Jeff’s property 
(Dream Horse AZ) and all 
mustangs used for BCI’s 
program are horses that 
Jeff is training and/or 
rehoming. A donation of 
$1500 covers BCI’s cost of 
working with Jeff.

$3,100 The cost of BCI hosting 
one veteran for the 
duration of the week-long 
program. This includes 
lodging, three meals a day, 
and all White Stallion 
Ranch activities (outside of 
those run privately by 
Carol Bachmann).

During BCI’s week-long 
program. A donation of 
$3,100 covers BCI’s 
payment to White Stallion 
Ranch for one veteran 
participant.

$6,200 The cost of BCI hosting 
two veterans for the 
duration of the week-long 
program. This includes 
lodging, three meals a day, 
and all White Stallion 
Ranch activities (outside of 
those run privately by 
Carol Bachmann).

During BCI’s week-long 
program. A donation of 
$6,200 covers BCI’s 
payment to White Stallion 
Ranch for two veteran 
participants.
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$7,300 The cost of BCI hosting 
one veteran and his or her 
family members for the 
duration of the week-long 
program. This includes 
lodging, three meals a day, 
and all White Stallion 
Ranch activities (outside of 
those run privately by 
Carol Bachmann) for up to 
4 participants.

During BCI’s week-long 
program. A donation of 
$6,200 covers BCI’s 
payment to White Stallion 
Ranch for one participating 
veteran and his or her 
family members (up to 
three family members may 
attend).

$10,000 Help BCI reach its goal of 
adequately paying for the 
costs associated with media 
production (videos) of our 
program. These videos not 
only help us with 
marketing but also allow 
veterans the opportunity to 
share their experiences and 
help us collect valuable 
data about our progress.

During BCI’s week-long 
program BCI documents 
portions of our program, 
both for promotional 
purposes and data 
collection.  We also offer 
participants the opportunity 
to speak to the camera 
(formal and informal 
interviews), in order to 
share with BCI’s team and 
the wider community, their 
experiences and feedback.  
A donation of $10,000 
covers BCI”’s cost of these 
media services.

$14,600 The cost of BCI hosting 
two veterans and his or her 
family members for the 
duration of the week-long 
program. This includes 
lodging, three meals a day, 
and all White Stallion 
Ranch activities (outside of 
those run privately by 
Carol Bachmann) for up to 
8 participants — 
amounting to one half of 
the program participants.

During BCI’s week-long 
program. A donation of 
$14,600 covers BCI’s 
payment to White Stallion 
Ranch for two 
participating veterans and 
their family members.

                             


